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EXONUMIA

BY JEFF SHEVLIN & WILLIAM D. HYDER

LM 5659 & ANA 1059458

Jules Charbneau’s
1909 AYPE
GOLD DOLLARS
Tiny gold medals commemorated the
1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in Seattle, Washington.
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he alaska-yukon-pacific Exposition (AYPE) was gearing up to open
in Seattle, Washington, on June 1, 1909.
Local resident Julius L. (“Jules”) Charbneau envisioned a souvenir medal to
commemorate the event, and on January 22 of
that year, he applied for a patent on the design of
tiny commemoratives struck from Alaskan gold.
The February 13, 1909, issue of The Seattle Star
identified Charbneau as one of the city’s biggest
boosters of the forthcoming exposition. The Star
credited him with distributing more than 10,000
promotional brochures, and noted that everyone
who entered Ye Olde Curiosity Shop (on the Colman Dock), where Charbneau worked with his
father-in-law, left talking about the fair. Exposition representatives accepted his proposal for a
three-piece set of official souvenir “coins,” and
the Star reported the medals were already in great
demand by collectors and were sought as charms

TWO INUIT FAMILIES posed with a reproduction
of an igloo, one of the many displays at the 1909
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition (below) held in
Seattle. The fairgrounds occupied the forested
campus of the University of Washington.
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䊱 IN JANUARY 1909, Jules Charbneau applied for
pears Hart packaged 36
Several obverse and a patent on the design of the gold medals he
souvenir medals together
reverse die varieties are created for the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition. in a copper-framed case
known with subtle differwith velvet lining and
ences in the engraving of the miner and the letter- sold the sets at the Panama-Pacific International
ing. In their 1965 book, Alaska’s Coinage through Exposition (PPIE) in 1915. The set, “Coins of the
the Years, Maurice M. Gould, Kenneth E. Bres- Golden West,” included Charbneau’s gold AYPE
sett, and Kaye and Nancy Dethridge listed seven tokens. The packaging is virtually identical to
varieties of the 1 DWT, seven of the 1⁄2 DWT, and that used to house the complete set of official
five of the 1⁄4 DWT. Their brief descriptions ap- U.S. commemorative coins struck for the PPIE
pear to be based on R.H. Burnie’s 1955 catalog, (which included the gold $50 octagonal, gold $50
Small California and Territorial Gold Coins, Quar- round, gold $21⁄2 , gold $1 and silver half dollar).

JANUARY 2013

www. m o n ey.o rg

|

The NUM ISM ATIST

39

036_047_text_Numimatist Redo 12/19/12 10:12 AM Page 40

PH OTOS: WILLIAM D. HYD E R/ ROB ERT B. KEL L EY

It is more likely that Zerbe sold the M.E. Hart Co. “Coins of the Golden West”
sets at his adjacent “Money of the World” booth.

䊴 FOR THE SEATTLE EXPOSITION, Jules Charbneau issued tiny
gold medals in three sizes (from top): 1 ⁄ 4 , 1 ⁄ 2 and 1 pennyweight (“DWT”). The largest measured 14.86mm, the size
of a 19th-century U.S. gold dollar. A boxed set (shown above)
could be purchased for $3.

Shreve & Co. jewelers in San Francisco made the
custom frames for both sets.
While some have suggested that Hart sold the
PPIE commemorative coin sets as well, we do not
believe that is the case. An invoice for one such
set was issued and signed by Farran Zerbe, who
was in charge of the Coin and Medal Department
(and all U.S. Mint sales) at the Exposition. It is
more likely that Zerbe sold the M.E. Hart Co.
“Coins of the Golden West” sets at his adjacent
“Money of the World” booth.
Zerbe’s business relationship with M.E. Hart
Co. apparently continued after the close of the
Panama-Pacific International Exposition, as Hart
purchased Zerbe’s remaining stock of PPIE commemorative dollars. These were marketed to
labor unions as souvenirs or mounted in charms,
stick pins or brooches. While Hart may have
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commissioned or produced some or many of the
gold medals included in the “Coins of the Golden
West” set, the AYPE pieces originated with Jules
Charbneau, not M.E. Hart Co.
Jules Charbneau was an active participant and
exhibitor at numerous international fairs and expositions. He later relocated to San Francisco,
where he exhibited at the 1939-40 Golden Gate
International Exposition (GGIE) and sold small,
gold-dollar-sized souvenir medals. (Jeff Shevlin described these medals in “Collecting the
Charbneau Dollars” in the March 2012 issue,
p. 40. The pieces also are cataloged in Discover
the World of Charbneau Dollars, a book authored
by Shevlin and William Hyder and published
in August 2011.)
In his autobiography (appropriately printed as
a miniature book), Charbneau mentioned the
AYPE gold medals, but not the gold souvenirs he
struck for the GGIE. In an advertisement for the
AYPE commemoratives in the June 1909 issue of
Our Navy, Charbneau listed himself as the manufacturer and wholesaler, located at 809 2nd Avenue in Seattle. The address places his business in
a building that was part of the Joseph Mayer &
Brothers jewelry manufacturing and sales complex. We suspect Mayer produced the tokens for
Charbneau. Is it possible the company manufactured the other tokens in the “Coins of the Golden
West” set?

Acknowledgments
The authors would like to thank Dan Owens and
Mick Locke for calling our attention to Charbneau’s advertisement in Our Navy. Carolyn Marr,
librarian at the Seattle Museum of History and
Industry, provided invaluable assistance in our
quest to learn more about Joseph Mayer & Brothers’ token and medal manufacturing business. 䡵

Sources
Burnie, R.H. Small California and Territorial Gold
Coins, Quarter Dollars, Half Dollars, Dollars. Pascagoula, MS: author, 1955. (ANA Library Catalog No.
GB80.C3B8)
Charbneau, Jules. Jules Charbneau’s World of Miniatures. Wenatchee, WA: author, c. 1967.
Gould, Maurice, Kenneth Bressett, and Kaye and
Nancy Dethridge. Alaska’s Coinage through the
Years, 2nd ed. Racine, WI: Western Publishing Co.,
1965. (PA80.A6G6 1965)
“He Makes Pretty Good A.-Y.-P. Souvenir Gold
JANUARY 2013

PH OTO : BRASH ER BU L L ET IN/JAY RO E

Charbneau later relocated to San Francisco, where he exhibited at the Golden Gate
International Exposition and sold small, gold-dollar-sized souvenir medals.

M.E. HART CO. likely acquired some of Charbneau’s AYPE
medals and included them in its “Coins of the Golden West”
set, which the firm sold for $20. Promotional literature described the collection: “The great interest and novelty associated with these original pieces has made a demand which is
supplied by the series here offered, all of which are artistic
designs, well struck, and guaranteed solid 10K native gold.”

䊱

Coins.” The Seattle Star (February 13, 1909). p. 3.
Hibler, Harold E., and Charles V. Kappen. So-Called
Dollars: An Illustrated Catalog, 2nd ed. Clifton, NJ:
The Coin & Currency Institute, 2008 (RM30.H5 2008)
“The Man on the Wall.” The Bricklayer, Mason &
Plasterer (Vol. XIX, No. 10), p. 211.
Shevlin, Jeff, and William D. Hyder. Discover the
World of Charbneau So-Called Dollars from the 193940 Golden Gate International Exposition. Carmichael,
CA: So-Called Books, 2011. (RM30.S5d)
“U.S. Gold Coins.” The Dallas Bank Coin Collection.
New York: Sotheby’s (October 29, 2001).

www. m o n ey.o rg

|

The NUM ISM ATIST

41

