1876 US Centennial
Exposition So-Called
Dollars
—A variety of famous engravers created medals to
celebrate the centennial of the United States

by Jeff Shevlin and William D. Hyder
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Visitors to the
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the surroundings
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the torch.
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Washington Large Bust /
American Colonies
So-Called Dollar
- Copper

Key. It is a testimony to the religious
beliefs of the founding fathers of the
US Constitution.
George B. Soley was also a
diesinker at the US Mint in Philadelphia from 1859 until his death in 1908.
Soley created eight different so-called
dollar sized dies for the centennial
celebration. His dies are found paired
in various combinations to create
over twenty different medals. Soley’s
“Centennial Washington Large Bust /
American Colonies So-Called Dollar”
is a wonderful example of his engraving skills.
Auction catalogs from 1878 &
1879 name the reverse die the “American Colonies,” representing the fact
that General Washington’s troops were
farmers during peace and soldiers
when at war; this is truly an emotional
design considering the fact that they

were victorious over the well-trained
British army.
The Declaration of Independence
medal is found with three different
die varieties. The die engraved by
Abraham Demarest Sr. of New York
City most accurately depicts the
famous portrait by John Trumbull,
The Declaration of Independence.
Demarest’s engraving features four
people seated and two people standing
to the right of the Committee of Five.
All of these medals have extensive
die cracks on the obverse near the
signature. The reverse die, engraved
by George Hampden Lovett, features a
naked bust of George Washington with
an ornamental border of Calvary and
Infantry.
George Hampden Lovett produced
over twenty medals for the exposition,
including the Battle Dollars, a series

Declaration of Independence / Washington
Ornamental Bust
So-Called
Dollar Silver

Battle of Moores Creek
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of eight medals commemorating eight
different battles fought by Commander-In-Chief George Washington in
1776, some in which he was victorious, and others where he was not. The
Battle of Moores Creek is the first in
that series. At the Battle of Moores
Creek Bridge on February 27, 1776,
the Americans’ defeat of the British ended British authority in North
Carolina and greatly boosted patriotic morale. In less than two months
following the victory, North Carolina
became the first colony to vote in
favor of independence from Britain
The Eternal Vigilance So-Called
Dollar engraved by Charles Stubenrauch depicts a scene of Liberty holding a wreath in her right hand over the
head of a kneeling female representing
the United States. Liberty’s left-hand
rests on a bust of George Washington.

The message is that the United States
has won their freedom, thanks to the
leadership of Washington.
The so-called dollars from the
Centennial Exposition were produced at a time when the art of medal
production was at its apex in America.
The designs are diverse and well executed; they depict significant events
and icons in the United States history,
as well as being struck in a wide range
of metal compositions.
Jeff Shevlin and Bill Hyder are
working on their next book related to
so-called dollars, So-Called Dollars –
U.S. Expositions – Volume 1. A draft
version of the chapter for the “1876
Centennial Exposition” is posted at
http://www.so-calleddollar.com. The
authors request your feedback at
SoCalledGuy@hotmail.com.
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